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MotoGP 


Barely touching the ground... 

Such is the level of Marc Marquez’s preparation 
for his craft it’s feasible to imagine him engaging 
in a few training runs dressed in fujl'race gear to 
see if he can shave a few tenths of ms foot speed. 
The double world champ was af the dou|le in 
Austin to set a third pole position in a row in the 



fading minutes of the Q2 session after his first 

race bike conked out down the COTA main straight 
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In the spotlight again... 

After two free weekends MXGP cranks up again 
with back-to-back Grands Prix at Arco di Trento 
and Valkenswaard. Red Bull KTM’s Tony Cairoli 
will be hot property at the Italian fixture where his 
expected-championship duel with Ryan Villopoto 
will come under the microscope of a European 
audience for the first time this season. Round five 
then heads into the Dutch sand... 
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Of all he sees... 

Ryan Dungey is 25 years old and just the second rider 
this century - the fourth of all-time - to win Supercross’ 
premier class with two different manufacturers. After a 
first crown in 2010 ‘5’ has cranked up the consistency 
every season to grasp that second (and priceless for 
KTM) trophy half a decade later. Tied to the Austrians for 
another two seasons...when is MXGP going to call Ryan? 
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— Integrated neck and torso protection for 
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MotoGP 


SOME UPHEAVAL IN THE CHANGING CLIMATE 
OF AUSTIN, TEXAS COULD NOT DAMPEN 
THE FORMBOOK AS THE WORLD CHAMPION 
OPENED HIS ACCOUNT FOR THE SEASON FOR 
WHAT WAS ROUND TWO OF EIGHTEEN 


By Adam Wheeler 

Photos by HRC/Ducati/suzuki-racing.com 
yamahamotogp.com/Milagro/Northcott, www.motogp.com 
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I n a matter of hours the glut of incident that 
passed at the Circuit of the Americas for the 
third Red Bull Grand Prix of the Americas will 
be ancient history as motors are warmed at 
Rio Hondo, Argentina for round three of the se¬ 
ries. Much has already been written of sprint¬ 
ing champions, stray dogs, dogs-and-cats rain, 
sudden humidity, water leaks and missing 
medics that caused the meeting last weekend 
to have an erratic feel and heighten tension at 
this very early stage of the campaign. 

What is clear - and again what has already 
been stated - is how the races themselves ran 
to formula. The three winners transformed 
practice and qualification speed into results 
largely without any drama. Across the clas¬ 
sification sheets then it was obviously a good 
(and rare) day for Great Britain with milestone 
moments for Leopard Racing’s Danny Kent and 
Speed Up Racing’s Sam Lowes; according to 
OTOR MotoGP contributor David Emmett Aus¬ 
tin represented the first time that two Brits had 
won on the same day at a Grand Prix in almost 
forty years. Repsol Honda’s Marc Marquez 
was jovial and playful on the podium for his 
first triumph of 2015. Aside from (very) briefly 
unsettling Q2 mechanical issues the Catalan 
was always going to be favourite at a twisty 
and punishing circuit on which he is currently 
unbeaten. 

Temperatures pushed as high as thirty-five 
degrees (over 90F) on Sunday once the fog 
had cleared, Laguna Seca-style. Bridgestone 
claimed that this did not have significant 
repercussions on the tyre wear that was par¬ 
ticular brutal on the right side of the hard 
compound fronts and affected the races of 
Valentino Rossi and Andrea lannone; the latter 
Italian growing into his elevating status as a 
MotoGP contender with every passing event. 

“Rider feedback suggests that the grip level 
today wasn’t as good as during the practice 
sessions, most likely due to the overnight rain, 
and this made effective tyre management 












KJUJSTIN 




Marquez is virtually ‘Mr 100%’ on American soil. 
Last weekend saw his eighth win in the last eight 
GP visits in North America. He now has a streak 
of 3 for 3 at COTA with Pole Positions thrown in 
for good measure. It was a 20th MotoGP win from 
just 38 starts in the premier class 










































Sam Lowes has started 2015 on fire and that crucial 
first GP victory (GBR’s first since Scott Redding) 
means the UK again have a threat in the intermediate 
class. Pol Espargaro (right) was none too complimen¬ 
tary about Redding after both riders’ race lasted all 
of a minute on Sunday. Fabio Quartararo is one of the 
most hyped Grand Prix riders of the last decade and 
so far is living up to the billing; a first podium for the 
fifteen year old was delivered at COTA 






















MotoGP AUSTIN 


during the race even more important,” ceded 
Bridgestone’s Shinji Aoki. “We head from one 
demanding track in Austin to another in Argen¬ 
tina, where we will debut our new extra-hard 
compound rear slick.” 

MotoGP delivered another close affair with the 
top six once more divided by less than eleven 
seconds for the second time in a row (10.5 
compared to the 10.7 in Qatar). Marquez gave 
short thrift to the Ducati double-act up front 
and by lap six was already making air. Behind, 
the close quarters action between Rossi and 
Dovizioso was sometimes breath-taking in its 
proximity; something that the thirty-six year old 
championship leader referred to afterwards and 
even posted an image on his Twitter channel af¬ 
terwards to show just how close the Ducati man 
had been towards a possible scrape. “Dovi said 
to me that we risked a lot overtaking in turn 12,” 
were his comments in the post-race Yamaha 
press release. “From the bike I didn’t feel it and 
I thought we had some margin. We passed each 
other very closely, but there was enough space.” 

‘God Save the Queen’ had rung out twice prior 
to the delayed MotoGP sprint and it was curious 
to see the scale of efficiency on the start from 
the UK contingent wistfully hopeful of a hat- 
trick. Monster Energy Tech3 Yamaha’s Bradley 
Smith demonstrated guile to sweep from the 
outside of the grid and tenth place and into 
fourth with a useful and ballsy line. It set the 
tone of his race as he briefly kept in podium 
contention. “To jump up to 4th was pretty awe¬ 
some,” he said afterwards. “I have been study¬ 
ing previous races and saw how other riders got 
pinched on the inside, so I decided to gamble 
and go around the outside.” 

Required technical awareness of MotoGP riders 
in 2015 was highlighted by Smith’s admission 
that an error with his electronics caused a slight 
drop in his lap-time potential. 







“At one point in the race, I was concentrating 
so much on staying with the group in front that 
I forgot to alter the traction control map and 
so I overheated the tyre and as a result, I lost 
some pace.” 

In contrast to Smith was CWM LCR Honda’s 
Cal Crutchlow who fluffed the start and was 
caught up in the only major MotoGP prang 
of the weekend with Estrella Galicia 0,0 Marc 
VDS’ Scott Redding and Tech3’s Pol Espargaro. 
The Catalan was raging afterwards: “There are 
still riders who think that they can win the race 
on the first lap even though there are 20 more 
to ride. It’s ridiculous.” He then bizarrely ac¬ 
cused Redding of failing to apologise for the 
accident on Twitter and when his former Moto2 
title rival responded (also explaining that Jorge 
Lorenzo’s line change provoked the spill) then 
berated him for doing so on the messaging 
service. 

Lorenzo himself was again forced to explain 
another performance that was hardly medio¬ 
cre but adrift of the level that ‘99’ his fans and 
Yamaha are expecting. Rather than a helmet 
malfunction as in Qatar, this time the Spaniard 
was suffering from Bronchitis and had been 
supping antibiotics through the three days. 

With the travelling ahead to Argentina then 
what chance will the former champion have 
of being 100% and without any issues this 
coming weekend? Tellingly Rio Hondo was the 
site of his first podium finish for the season in 
2014, so perhaps he can repeat history in the 
bike-mad territory (side note: while in Buenos 
Aires for MXGP advertising for MotoGP was 
prominent in the city, including billboards at 
many bus stops). “Here and in Qatar two prob¬ 
lems occurred that were difficult to overcome 
but we saved the situations the best we could. 

I will probably be fit in Argentina,” Lorenzo 
mused. 


A second Grand Prix for Suzuki produced 
another double top ten. Maverick Vinales (9th) 
made a tyre selection mistake by opting for a 
hard rear and Alexi Espargaro (8th) is still try¬ 
ing to rid the set-up of the GSX-RR from some 
gremlins. “Our bikes lack some power, as we 
already know, but at the moment we are ex¬ 
periencing also some chatter problems, espe¬ 
cially at the rear,” said Suzuki’s Saturo Terada. 
“We have tried several improvements but for 
the moment we need to investigate still further, 
aided by the support of the factory in Japan.” 

Nicky Hayden’s 200th Grand Prix finished with 
thirteenth place; four slots better than in Qatar. 
Read on for Matthew Roberts’ eloquent take on 
the Kentuckian’s presence in Austin. 

Rossi defends a one point lead from Dovizioso 
with Marquez five behind as MotoGP begins 
the set-up for the second Argentine visit this 
century. The world champion set new land¬ 
marks in Austin and a 31st rostrum in just over 
two years makes him already the fifth most 
‘podiumed’ rider in the class. “In the end, it 
turned out stranger than it had seemed,” he 
said on Sunday at COTA, perhaps summarising 
three days of the ‘unexpected’ better than any¬ 
body else. “I decided to keep calm in the early 
laps to try to understand the situation well, 
and when I started to find a feeling similar to 
practice, I decided to push the pace a bit. That 
was when I was able to open up a gap.” 

Will that margin extend further in a matter of 
days? 


MotoGP AUSTIN 



unty and bril¬ 
liance and rarely has a Moto3 contest looked so 
conclusive. The 21 year old has a real chance of 
getting near contention for the title this season 
and has a potent Honda to do the job. 
se bike still seems to have the edge 







Rossi struggled at COTA but his game podium finish on 
Sunday was his first after previous results of 6th and 8th 
in the last two years. The Italian had a battle of inches 
with Dovizioso on what is regarded as a tough layout for 
the Yamahas. He still heads the standings and is the old¬ 
est rider at 36 to do so since Jack Findlay in 1977 
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A superb motocross-style sweep around the outside of 
the first corner by Bradley Smith (left of pic) helped 
the Brit to a fine top six finish at COTA as the factory 
Ducatis of the Andreas (left) were main protagonists 
once more. Hiroshi Aoyama took Dani Pedrosa’s RCV to 
eleventh and was the third Honda home 
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CLASSIFICATION & 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Honda 

2 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Ducati 

3 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Yamaha 

4 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

5 

Andrea lannone, ITA 

Ducati 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

2 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Valentino Rossi 

41 

2 

Marc Marquez 

40 

3 

Andrea Dovizioso 

36 

4 

Andrea lannone 

27 

5 

Jorge Lorenzo 

26 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Sam Lowes, GBR 

Speed Up 

2 

Johann Zarco, FRA 

Kalex 

3 

Alex Rins, SPA 

Kalex 

4 

Tito Rabat, SPA 

Kalex 

5 

Franco Morbidelli, ITA 

Kalex 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

2 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Alex Rins 

29 

2 

Johann Zarco 

28 

3 

Jonas Folger 

25 

4 

Sam Lowes 

25 

5 

Franco Morbidelli 

22 


Moto3 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Danny Kent, GBR 

Honda 

2 

Fabio Quartararo, FRA 

Honda 

3 

Efren Vazquez, SPA 

Honda 

4 

Enea Bastianini, ITA 

Honda 

5 

Brad Binder, RSA 

KTM 


Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

2 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Danny Kent 

41 

2 

Enea Bastianini 

33 

3 

Fabio Quartararo 

29 

4 

Efren Vazquez 

29 

5 

Alexis Masbou 

25 
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No twelfth podium from sixteen starts in the USA for 
Lorenzo and for the second race this season the Majorcan 
frustratingly had to open the excuse book. His pace in the 
middle of the race when he managed to consistently drop 
half a second from his lap-times gives cause for opti¬ 
mism heading to Argentina where he finished third twelve 
months ago for his first trophy of the 14 campaign 



KEEPING A GRIP... 


By David Emmett 

S uccess in motorcycle racing is 95% talent, 
95% hard work, and 95% mental tough¬ 
ness. Despite the fact that this formula makes 
no sense mathematically, I still believe it holds 
true. Without talent, you never make it anywhere 
near a ride in a world championship, but once 
you reach the Grand Prix paddock, you run into 
thirty other young men and women with just as 
much talent as you, if not more. To run constantly 
at the front of that pack of fast exuberant racers, 
you need to be in peak physical condition. If you 
aren’t, your pace will start to flag along with your 
fitness around the halfway mark. The top riders in 
all three classes are riding at very close to 100% 
effort for 45 minutes. 

If you’re talented and fit, then that leaves only 
the mental aspect. To me, the most intriguing 
part of racing, and the hardest to grasp. Some¬ 
thing everyone talks about a lot, but something 
that nobody is able to define satisfactorily. What 
is mental toughness? Like pornography, you 
can’t describe it, but you know it when you see 
it. Namely: the resilience to work hard through 
tough times. The strength to endure hardship and 
pain - riders are always carrying some kind of 
injury. The endless optimism in hoping that next 
race, it will be different, that bike problems will be 
solved, gaps will open up and victory will come 
within reach. The selective memory to instantly 
forget the bad weekend you just had, the mis¬ 
take you just made, the crash you had last week, 
and face the future with hope. I once asked Cal 
Crutchlow if mental toughness was something 
that could be learned, or trained. “No,” he said 
simply. “You either have it or you don’t." 

Put all these things together, and it turns into 
something you can see. You can tell by a rider's 
demeanour, almost by their posture, how they are 
feeling, and where they are likely to finish. Riders 


who will be battling for podiums stand taller, hold 
their heads up higher, are more relaxed. A rider 
who is winning takes on an even more invincible 
air. When they walk into the room, you just know 
something is afoot. You can sense it. 

The first time I felt that was in 2011, when I was at 
Assen for the World Superbike championship. Af¬ 
ter qualifying, we spoke to the riders, and Carlos 
Checa just had that air about him. Surrounded 
by a sense of stillness, of utter calm, a man in 
control of his own destiny. He booked a first and 
a third that weekend, then went on to wrap up the 
title with an advantage of 110 points. 

It was the same at Misano last year. Coming into 
MotoGP full time in 2009 means I have seen 
Valentino Rossi win a lot. But that Valentino Rossi 
went into hibernation after he switched to Ducati, 
seemingly never to return. His win at Assen in 
2013 came as a surprise, even to him, Rossi's 
delight mixed with a sense of puzzlement. But 
Misano 2014 was different. Finally comfortable 
with the Yamaha once again, and having gotten 
faster week by week, his confidence was clearly 
building. The way he strode around the paddock 
in Misano was different, though. This was a man 
who knew he was going to win. The result was 
never in doubt. 

That is what made Austin such a remarkable 
weekend. It started off with a couple of journal¬ 
ists spending the best part of an hour chatting 
to Sam Lowes. Lowes talked about his crash at 
Qatar, the improvement the new aluminium swing 
arm has made to the Speed Up Moto2 bike, and 
what he expected this weekend. Lowes used the 
word confidence a lot, every other sentence or so. 
On the confidence he had gained from the bike 
now that he could feel what was going on at the 
rear tyre. On the confidence he felt after dominat- 




ing practice in Qatar. Paradoxically, on the confi¬ 
dence he had gained after crashing out at Qatar. 
Lowes had been a bit too eager, and after running 
a little wide at the final corner, had tried to force 
the bike to make the corner. At any other track, 
that would not be a real problem, but at Qatar, 
the track gets very dusty off the racing line, and 
grip disappears in an instant. He should have 
stood the bike up, eased it round the corner and 
then chased Zarco down, but he didn’t, and paid 
the consequences. Knowing that the crash was 
his own mistake was a cause for optimism. Lowes 
knew what he had done wrong, and knew he 
could fix it. 

As we talked, it was hard not to notice the sense 
of calm that Lowes exuded. There were no nerves, 
no concern, just the rather boyish eagerness of 
a young racer who knows he is fast. Lowes knew 
- and knows - what he was capable of. Even a 
massive highside during practice didn’t dampen 
his enthusiasm. Lowes was more concerned 
about a lack of movement in his back rather than 
anything else. Again, Lowes knew exactly what 
had happened, and it had not fazed him. When he 
went on to win the Moto2 race with a controlled 
display of superiority, passing the leader Zarco 
at two thirds and putting a comfortable gap into 
him, it seemed almost inevitable. When he spoke 
to us after the race, it was with the same relaxed 
air. Yes, he was more than delighted to have got 
the win. But Lowes knew it was his by right. 

Lowes wasn't the only British winner in Austin. 
Danny Kent wrapped up the Moto3 race in utterly 
dominant style. He let a couple of riders pass for 
the first laps, to let them find where the track was 
still damp, then pushed through and proceeded 
to blow the opposition away. When we spoke to 
him at the press conference, he emanated the 
same vibe as Lowes would a race later. Collected, 


relaxed, happy. He stood tall, erect, head held 
high. He surveyed the journalists like an emperor 
surveys his domain: with pride and confidence, 
secure in the knowledge that he ruled here. 

It is quite a contrast from two years ago, when 
Kent was riding for the Tech 3 team in Moto2. 
Then, he appeared timid, eyes darting around the 
room, feeling clearly uncomfortable at the ques¬ 
tions which might follow. Not that Kent was doing 
a particularly poor job on the Tech 3 machine, a 
bike which has never been particularly competi¬ 
tive. But the struggle to be competitive had worn 
him down, the resilience he needed to pull him¬ 
self up by his bootstraps and start afresh at the 
next race was missing. 

In two years, Kent has completed a transforma¬ 
tion. He has a lot of things going for him, most 
notably the bike, Honda’s Moto3 machine being 
a cut above the KTM at the moment. But there 
were three identical bikes with top riders who 
finished over eight seconds behind him. It was 
not the NSF250RW which won at Austin, it was 
Danny Kent. 

Cal Crutchlow may be right. Perhaps you can’t 
train mental toughness. But as Kent and Lowes 
showed, as Valentino Rossi showed throughout 
his long and painful period at Ducati, as Crutch- 
low himself showed during his own Ducati period, 
if you can hang in for long enough by the skin 
of your teeth, you can turn the situation around. 
Work hard, seize any positive developments 
which come your way to build your confidence, 
and you can get your mojo back again. The hu¬ 
man mind is a wondrous thing. The motorcycle 
racer's mind doubly so. 




For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@ontrackoffroad.com 
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THE SOLE ICON 

By Matthew Roberts 


I t was a touching scene at the pre-event press 
conference at Circuit of the Americas last Thurs¬ 
day, when Nicky Hayden was presented with a cake 
to celebrate his 200th Grand Prix appearance by his 
mother Rose and dad Earl. Nicky looked humbled to 
reach the milestone, which by anybody’s standards is 
a great achievement within our sport, but I couldn't 
help detecting a slight awkwardness on his part that 
went beyond just being a little bashful. 


As he joined a premier-class 200 club that has just 
three other members - Valentino Rossi, Loris Capiro- 
ssi and Alex Barros - Hayden will be only too aware 
of how the more important figures stack up. Whilst 
he famously won the premier-class title that escaped 
Capirossi and Barros during their illustrious careers, 
Hayden has less wins and podiums than either the 
Italian (9 wins, 42 podiums) or the Brazilian (7 wins, 
32 podiums). Of more concern to Hayden will be that 
his own tally of 3 victories and 28 podiums is unlikely 
to be added to any time soon. 


The most important number of Hayden's career, of 
course, was the #1 that he put on the front of his 
Honda after taking the title in 2006 and hopefully 
one day Nicky will sit on his porch back in Owens¬ 
boro and reflect on a wonderful career. But for the 
Kentucky Kid who blazed a trail through AMA dirt- 
track and road racing, for whom winning was the only 
option, appearances that don’t wield silverware are 
worth precious little. 


The even starker statistic at COTA was that Hayden 
was the only home rider lining up on the grid on Sun¬ 
day afternoon and, indeed, the only American on any 
grid across the three Grand Prix classes. Other than 
Ben Spies, no compatriot has been able to follow 
in the footsteps of Hayden since he made his debut 
back in 2003, with the AMA in turmoil and limited 
openings for young Americans in Europe. 



So it was perfect timing for the launch of MotoAmer- 
ica, the new national contest set to fill the gaping 
whole in the market for motorcycle racing fans in 
the USA. The series is a potential MotoGP lifeline for 
the likes of Cameron Beaubier, Jake Gagne and JD 
Beach, a talented trio that have already made an im¬ 
pact in Europe but found their path blocked by lack 
of funds and the usual paddock politics. 

All three enjoyed great success in the Red Bull Mo¬ 
toGP Rookies Championship - Beach won it in 2008 
ahead of Luis Salom whilst Gagne beat Danny Kent 
to the title in 2010. The Rookies' Cup is a brilliant se¬ 
ries that has uncovered some serious talent from all 
over the world, kids that would never have had a shot 
at a career in racing otherwise. The only problem is 
that there is no definite next step for these kids and 
many of them fall into the usual trap of not having 
the financial support to forge a career into Grand 
Prix. 

For non-Europeans this is particularly difficult and 
even though Beaubier did get a decent ride with KTM 
on a 125 in 2009 it didn’t work out and there was 
no second chance. Like Gagne and Beach, he went 
home to compete in the AMA Pro Daytona Sportbike 
Championship, a series that was never going to get 
international respect. 

With Wayne Rainey now blazing a trail for American 
road racing for a second time, this time as President 
of MotoAmerica, the future finally looks bright once 
again. With the FIM and Dorna both publicly pledging 
their support, the pathway to MotoGP is re-opened 
and the best young American talent was on show in 
front of the factory Grand Prix team bosses at COTA. 

It was awesome to see Beaubier take a second place 
and a win in the Superbike category, whilst Gagne 
blitzed the Superstocks and Beach took the win in 
Supersport. Hopefully we don’t have to see Nicky 
Hayden rack up another 200 Grands Prix before one 
of them gets their chance in MotoGP. 
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CHRIS FILLMORE 


By Adam Wheeler 
Portraits by Ray Archer, Action pic by B. Nelson 


FIVE WITH 



T he immensely likeable racer was one of the 
protagonists kicking off a new era for AM A 
Superbike last weekend at COTA. We already 
chatted to the 28 year old for the official KTM 
Blog back in February and Ray Archer grabbed 
some interesting shots of Chris rock climb¬ 
ing in his leathers but there were some more 
things we wanted to talk about... 

It’s easy to spot Chris Fillmore. He’s the rider 
wrestling the very angular and orange HMC 
KTM RC8 around some of the USA’ best cir¬ 
cuits and has been doing so for half a decade. 
You won’t find a higher profile athlete push¬ 
ing the Austrian’s potent and oft-neglected (it 
seems) Superbike machinery. KTM are ruling 
the paths of Dakar, the stadiums of supercross, 
the ruts of motocross and have their hands full 
with Honda in Moto3 while the R&D depart¬ 
ment in Mattighofen plug away on the MotoGP 
mission expected to heat slick tyres for 2016. 
The RC8 has been a pet project for KTM North 
America and Fillmore has been in touching 
distance of the podium in the last two years; 
how much longer will the motorcycle endure 
among the Adventures, RC390s - the domestic 
Cup series is brand new in the States - Super 
Dukes and an expected MotoGP-derived sports 
bike expected in the coming years? Some¬ 
where in this rapidly evolving and orange land¬ 
scape ‘Fillmore’ is still a name that catches 
an eye or an ear in KTM world for expanding a 
racing portfolio to lengths that would make any 
manufacturer envious. 


At COTA last weekend a first race DNF was 
followed by his usual residency in the AMA 
Superbike top five. 

Chris is hard to ignore off the motorcycle. 
Outgoing, friendly and with the chiselled good 
looks that have seen him on modelling duties 
for Alpinestars then it is unsurprising that he 
has helmed his own internet TV series and 
rubs shoulder with other motorcycle racing 
alumni like Ryan Villopoto and MotoGP stars. 

Talking with Chris is like a shot of racing real¬ 
ity. He’s a talented guy who lives in the scene 
(a thrill-seeker) but is concerned by how the 
sport can provide a livelihood. It is not all 
about the chequered flags, adrenaline and the 
spiritual side of living the job but also mak¬ 
ing the bottom line and envisaging a career. 

He has been well-backed by KTM NA since 
the turn of the decade but you’d forgive any 
American Superbiker for a degree of concern 
over the health and prospects for their national 
championship. 

We spoke for the Blog at the Deus Ex Machina 
Cafe on Venice in LA in February and also at 
his shared Newport Beach apartment on the 
day of the rock-climbing shoot. The principal 
story can be read on the KTM page HERE but 
we also threw some extra questions at 11’ as 
we chatted in his den/garage a stone’s throw 
from Villopoto’s place in the same estate. 
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CHRIS FILLMORE 


Going back a year stories were reaching us 
even in Europe that AMA Superbike was in 
dire straights. Why was that? What’s your 
take? 

I’d probably be the wrong person to ask. The 
year I came in, which was 2009, was the year 
that DMG bought the rights. I came in from 
Supermoto that was a series that exploded, 
then plateaued and disappeared. Gone. I was 
making a living out of it, there was an X Games 
event and most of the top racers in off-road 
wanted to try it...but then it vanished. My plan 
was to continue to be a motorcycle racer so 
I jumped over to road racing and bought a 
couple of Yamahas, a motorhome and a trailer 
and travelled around the circuit with my Dad 
and my buddies from high school. I did it on 
my own until I impressed somebody to get 
some help. The way I saw it was that usually 
the most up-and-coming road racers are taken 
from dirt track because they have learnt to 
slide...so Supermoto must be the best step¬ 
ping stone possible. I learnt to do everything 
to have the best feeling with the pavement... 
but nobody else made the link between the 
two! So I did it on my own and as soon as I 
got into the AMA scene - which was called the 
Daytona Sport Bike, for the 600s at the time 
- even at the very first riders meeting I went 
to there was that feel of what had happen¬ 
ing with Supermoto. I watched that [collapse] 
from the beginning and was right there. At that 
time in AMA Superbike you had riders like Mat 
Mladin making multi millions of dollars and 
living very comfortably. There were probably 
twenty people getting paid. There were a lot 
of rides and each factory had a satellite teams 
that were well supported and I saw it as an 
option I could take to make a living and step 
up the rankings. As soon as I got in though I 
pulled my Dad aside and said “this kinda feels 
like [the end] of Supermoto”. It was eerie. 
Everybody was bad-mouthing in the pits; the 
promoters weren’t doing a good enough job, 
the sanctioning body was not doing a good 
enough job, they were not happy with the TV 
packages, not happy with the rules...it had that 


‘feel’. It happened slower than the Supermoto 
disappearance but from 2009 to 2014 it was 
scary. Teams were pulling out and for a little 
while I was ready to pull out. I love motorcy¬ 
cle racing but there were a lot easier ways to 
make 50,000 dollars. I think I did a good job of 
weathering the storm and finding a good fam¬ 
ily with KTM. Being paid to ride a motorcycle 
is a hell of an accomplishment in AMA road 
racing right now. I don’t know if I can be in a 
better spot. 

MotoAmerica are now obviously on the job 
and I know it is too early to judge but - chang¬ 
ing subject slightly - during that difficult time 
was there ever a chance to look at racing 
internationally? Getting into World Superbike 
for example? 

It has always been difficult. I have tried hav¬ 
ing an agent and a manager but it has never 
seemed to work out. A lot of people I have 
been introduced to don’t really know the road 
race side of things and how it is different to the 
motocross/supercross scenes that are so big 
and there is so much to pick from. Honestly, I 
don’t know how to get there. Some of the other 
guys have done a good job like James Rispoli 
in BSB [British Superbike] and PJ Jacobsen in 
the World Championship [Supersport], even 
Chaz Davies, look where he is now on a fac¬ 
tory Ducati seat. Some guys have been able to 
do it but I haven’t really been given a taste of 
it or seen an opening at the end of the tunnel. 
I’m not sure of the path. I’ve talked to KTM 
a bit about it and they see the benefit to me 
racing in Europe and on a world stage for the 
U.S. economy and KTM North America but it 
would need to be a movement from Austria. 
Even when I chat with a couple of the World 
Superbike guys they say there is nothing there 
and not many are getting paid. It seems to be 
like it is over here; there are two or three guys 
making good money, then a few more getting 
by and then the rest are paying to be there or 
riding for free. It is not the way it should be. 
There is TV coverage and somebody is making 
money. 


One of the topics of the past three to five 
years, especially in Grand Prix, has been 
‘where have the Americans gone?’ Maybe it is 
the distance but it seems that U.S. riders have 
just lacked a platform from which to perform, 
but then - as you’ve said - in AMA Superbike 
you’ve had other priorities... 

Yeah...and the other thing that was really 
frustrating for me with road racing was that a 
lot of it is the motorcycle...and these are really 
expensive bikes! If you don’t have a good one if 
doesn’t matter who you are - Rossi or Marquez 
- you are not going to shine. Unless some¬ 
body has your back and pulls you all the way 
through...KTM has been that for me since our 
first race together and have kept me in a seat. 

I think we have done well with the programme 
that we have had and we’ve taken good results. 
It comes from the top bosses in KTM believing 
in me and then down to the HMC team who 
are the one doing the development work. 

You’ve been racing the RC8 for a few years 
now and there might be a number hanging 
over its head as the KTM MotoGP programme 
could lead to a new sports motorcycle. Maybe 
someone in Austria would value your opinion 
on their current big bore superbike in the de¬ 
velopment of what is to come...would you take 
on a role in that venture? 

I would probably gravitate to something like 
that immediately and work out the positive and 
negatives. Right now - over here - I see Moto 
America taking the right steps [with Super¬ 
bike] and there are a lot of positive feelings 
about it whereas everything before was nega¬ 
tive. There is a lot of positivity around [Wayne] 
Rainey and his guys and it is feeding through 
into the media side of it. I think it will grow. 

But if was given an opportunity like that with 
KTM then I think it is a one-in-a-lifetime and it 
would mean that I would still be staying with 
somebody that believes in me. Even if it was 
just for development I would absolutely do it if 
it meant staying with the orange guys and the 
family I’ve made for myself. 


Do you think people might assess your career 
and think ‘he stayed too long with that plucky 
orange effort’...or does that judgement not 
bother you? 

It is hard not to think ‘what if..?’ and as a racer 
unless you are standing on the top then there 
are a lot of ‘what if's’. Yeah, it goes through 
my head but at the same time KTM have re¬ 
ally stood behind me and I’ve had a ride since 
2011. If you look at my possible options here in 
the U.S. then there is Yamaha and Suzuki and 
there is one seat at Suzuki and four at Yamaha 
- two in Superbike and two in 600s - as far as 
I see it those are the only people who are get¬ 
ting paid and the only teams that are putting 
effort in. They never really slowed down. They 
were the top team for so many years and KTM 
were the only manufacturer to really step-up 
and try to compete with them. They might not 
have done it on a big level but it still took a lot 
of guts to do that. For what we have worked 
with I think we have done really well and they 
should have credit for taking that leap into it 
because nobody knew how the programme 
was going to come out. It meant taking a 
brand new motorcycle and creating everything 
around it to compete. It was not like it was an 
in-house supercross effort. HMC have done 
well with their resources. If you look at other 
manufacturers then there seems to be a new 
superbike every three or four years. Technol¬ 
ogy changes...and it is time for KTM to build a 
new Superbike if they want to. 

Tapping into your local knowledge...if there 
was one track a racing fan should visit to see 
some AMA Superbike then where should he 
or she go? 

Laguna Seca. If you pick the right place on the 
hillside then you can see 90% of the track. I 
remember the ’08 MotoGP race between Rossi 
and Stoner and we were sitting in the Red Bull 
hospitality at the top of the hill and could see 
that whole episode go down. That place is the 
best and you have Monterey and Carmel and 
one of the most beautiful places in California. 
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The angle of the corkscrew doesn’t come 
across on TV. It is really steep... 

I had a bad crash there actually. Not my fault; 
somebody had fallen going in and had dragged 
gravel across the bottom part. His bike was 
sitting in the middle of the road. I came, went 
through the left, checked-up but still lost the 
front on the right. It seemed like I just picked 
up speed. My bike hit his bike and there was 
like a torpedo effect as the thing came round 
and smashed me in the knee. It blew up like 


this [gestures a balloon]. Going back to our 
earlier question though Road America is also 
cool. It has one of those timeless feelings 
about it. Like the same people have been go¬ 
ing for decades and break out the same BBQs, 
get the beers and make an event of it. HMC is 
based very close by so I consider it my home 
track; it is where I got my Supermoto career 
started. 















TREY CANARD, 

1ST PLACE 
OAKLAND SX. 
THANKS FOR THE 
INSPIRATION TREY! 
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THE RELENTLESS TRAWL HAS NOW STOPPED. WELL ALMOST. 
RED BULL KTM STILL NEED TO WRAP THE EAST COAST SERIES 
WITH MARVIN MUSQUIN BUT THE TREASURED 450SX TITLE 
HAS NOW BEEN GRASPED AND RYAN DUNGEY CAN FEEL 
CONTENT WITH A LEGACY THAT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY ENDURE 






eah, yeah, the evitable happened this 
past weekend in Houston. We were maybe 
thinking that we could string out the drama for 
one more week but the odds were against it. 
Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey won his second 
450SX championship (and first for KTM) with a 
nice come-from-behind ride to second in Hou¬ 
ston while Star Yamaha’s Cooper Webb bet¬ 
tered Dungey with a come-from-behind ride to 
win the 250SX Main and in the process clinch 
his first 250SX title. 

Let’s take a look at Houston and the series in 
general with some bullet points. 

-First off the winner in Houston was Honda’s 
Cole Seely who passed early leader Andrew 
Short (yes, Short holeshot again) and took 
off for his first career 450SX win. When Seely 
came around the finish line after the first lap 
he noticed that Dungey and GEICO Honda’s 
Eli Tomac were buried and knew it was now or 
never for him. Riding on a track that was - to 
be kind - uninspiring, Seely put together 20 
strong laps and had double-digit second lead 
on the runner-up for most of the race. 

-Seely is third in the points with a win and 
three other podiums, he’s proven to be a nice 
pickup by Honda and after some tough years 
the big red machine might be back. They’ve 
got multiple race winner Trey Canard (injured 
now but he’ll be back for outdoors), multiple 
race winner Eli Tomac and now Seely. Hav¬ 
ing all three 450 riders under the tent winning 
races this year (and on two different brands of 
suspension at that) shows that the sweeping 
changes Honda made in the off-season with 
their staff and philosophy were correct. 

-Dungey’s win was expected but that doesn’t 
mean his 2015 season shouldn’t be talked 
about some more. The combination of the new 
KTM 450SX Factory Edition bike, hooking up 
with Aldon Baker for his training needs, get¬ 


ting married (and also the departure of four¬ 
time 450SX champion Ryan Villopoto to the 
GP’s) all added up to Dungey having a career 
year. With three rounds left Dungey’s got a 
chance to have a PB for SX wins in supercross 
and clinching the title in a season that we all 
thought was wide open three rounds early is 
indeed something special. 

-As Dungey’s post-race celebration carried on 
with rain falling down and the smell of rub¬ 
ber from Ryan’s burnout lingering in the air, I 
looked over and saw KTM manager Roger De 
Coster and KTM’s world racing manager Pit 
Beirer deep in conversation. It struck me that 
the 450SX title was the final jewel needed for 
KTM to complete their worldwide domination. 
They’ve won everything there is to win in AMA 
250SX and MX, the MX2 and MXGP classes, 
off-road domination has been there for years 
and now, the premier title (450SX) in motor¬ 
cycling is theirs. The commitment by KTM 
to bring De Coster in, which brought them 
Dungey, and the desire and money invested 
into the new motorcycles was immense and 
it’s paid off with win after win. As a guy that 
worked on the very first factory KTM effort 
launched in America in 2000, the steps they’ve 
made are big. Remember for a few years KTM 
pulled back on its factory effort and relied 
on satellite teams to run its American racing 
program. They lost one of the most dynamic 
riders around in Ken Roczen and the beat went 
on for the Austrian company. 

Also announced at the race was a new two- 
year contract signed by Dungey that will keep 
him orange to the end of the 2017 season 
where I would imagine he’ll probably retire 
with a ton of wins and titles. And with Marvin 
Musquin looking to move up to 450’s next year 
(he still has to be signed), Dean Wilson com¬ 
ing back from injury the KTM guys will look to 
keep this roll going next year and beyond. 




After a slow start (two 14th positions 
in the first two rounds) Cole Seely has 
grown into his rookie 450SX season 
and his maiden victory on the CR- 
F450R was proof of an attentive edu¬ 
cation in the premier class. Turn over 
for Steve Matthes’ chat with ‘14’ 
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There was little stopping Cooper Webb 
from delivering Yamaha’s first 250SX title 
since Jason Lawrence in 2008, as the 
eighteen year old totalled five wins from 
seven outing on the West Coast 






-There’s no doubt that Cooper Webb was the 
best 250SX rider start to finish on the west 
side this year. Webb’s speed was impressive 
right off the bat and the way he was able to rip 
through the pack with ease or just take off and 
win was proof that there wasn’t anyone else on 
his level. Webb’s an interesting guy, he’s got 
that chip on his shoulder that helps him but 
also rubs some in the pits the wrong way. He’s 
a great interview and along with Jeremy Mar¬ 
tin, the future of Yamaha. Webb’s the perfect 
mix of aggression and skill and along with a 
bike that looks great, he’s the favorite to de¬ 
fend this title next year no matter what coast 
he’s on. 

-Beyond Webb the emergence of TLD KTM’s 
(there’s that KTM name again) Shane McElrath 
can’t be understated here. The kid that’s been 
overlooked for much of his career as injuries 
and learning the ropes took time has started to 
become a player in the 250 class. Two straight 
podiums (granted there was a two month 
break in there) and some laps led at Houston 
indicate that he’ll be a contender next year. 
McElrath is a hard worker, the TLD team is a 
great place to learn while not facing any hard 
pressure and it’s now his time. Teamed up with 
Jessy Nelson in 2016, these two will be the 
ones to watch. 

-It was a rough start for Discount Tire’s Josh 
Grant, he was new to the Kawasaki and always 
had talent but the big problem for Josh was 
keeping it together indoors for twenty laps. 

And early this year it was ugly. Riding for Chad 
Reed’s team, the #33 crashed over and over at 
the start of the season and after six races, he 
had eight points. But in the last month or so 
Grant’s started to keep it upright and taken ad¬ 
vantage of the injuries piling up to put in some 
really nice rides. He’s gone 7-6-6-4 in the last 
four races and moved up in the points to now 
being just outside the top ten. Good for Grant 
on turning it around and proving the veteran 
has still got something left in the tank. 

-Rockstar Husqvarna’s Jason Anderson sur¬ 
prised a lot of us with his runner-up spot at 
the opening round and showed that maybe he 


was going to be the shock of the series. As the 
weeks have gone he hasn’t really been able to 
be a consistent podium threat (he was third 
in St Louis for podium number two) but with 
three races left, the rookie is seventh in the 
points. But he’s also not making many friends 
in the pits with his aggressive riding and more 
than a few riders have scores to settle with 
the #21 going forward from here. In Houston 
he was moving forward when he tangled with 
Weston Peick and left him on the ground. Later 
on he tried to force something that wasn’t 
there and Chad Reed and him both went down. 
Add to the running feud he’s got going on with 
Blake Baggett and the attempted retaliation 
on Anderson by some different riders, he may 
be the most interesting thing to watch in these 
last three races! 

-Eli Tomac’s one weakness seemingly struck 
again in Houston when he wasn’t able to get 
the start he needed to win the race. With two 
wins this season and a runner-up spot in the 
points, it’s been a good year for Tomac but it 
also could’ve been much better had he figured 
out his starts. Early in the year the team and 
Eli were adamant that it wasn’t the starts that 
was the issue, it was the sluggish first lap. 

And reviewing the tape, they were right. The 
reaction of Tomac off the gate was fine but he 
wasn’t aggressive enough early on. Which is 
strange for a rider that attacks the track maybe 
more than any other guy on the gate. But in 
Houston and other recent races it was the start 
itself that cost Tomac wins. 

The bidding war for Tomac’s services for next 
year and beyond are the subject of much pit 
speculation. The word on the street is that 
Monster Kawasaki are making a strong push 
for Eli’s services and if this were the end of 
2014, I would make them the heavy favorite 
to land Tomac. This was due to Eli not being 
happy with the Honda but with the Kayaba 
suspension now working fine, Honda’s got a 
happy Tomac on their hands and there’s no 
doubt they’ll be working hard to try and fit him 
in with Canard and Seely next year. The club¬ 
house favorite is still Kawasaki but HRC is back 
and going to push hard for the #3. 



WKJLtyJ 


mumajmg* 


SuPEB&qoSa H-4HM 

WEST CHAMPION 


AAklU 


iausm. TX 


*rsG& rmo i 

77 ’ 


1 1 B\\ V / ■ \A 


il li BJ 



jM/' 



f ' 




1 hik 1 j^»sff§fe 


* K 






JS 











Tyler Bowers has been one of the bright points in a 
gloomy season for Pro Circuit ‘Indoors’. The Arenacross 
number one still has lessons to learn about 250SX but 
the speed is there. Perhaps the same can be said about 
Eli Tomac (above) to a degree; but will he continue his 
education as a Kawasaki rider next year? 







Lots of talk going into the 2015 Monster 
Energy Supercross series about the rookies 
and how they would do. Rockstar Husqvarna’s 
Jason Anderson, Red Bull KTM’s Dean Wilson, 
Honda’s Cole Seely and Yoshimura Suzuki’s 
Blake Baggett all had numerous race wins and 
everyone but Seely had a 250 championship 
to their name. Who would be able to do the 
best and step up into the premier class as a 
contender? 

Ironically it was the guy that didn’t have a 250 
title in Seely who’s leading the charge. Third in 
the points and this past weekend he grabbed 
his first career 450SX win to go along with his 
three other podiums this year. We caught up to 
the new #14 after the race to get his thoughts. 

There it is, man. Congratulations. A 450 Su¬ 
percross win. You’ve been close, got a lot of 
podiums. It’s the pinnacle of the sport, really. 
Great job. 

Thank you. It still feels fake. I’m still waiting 
for it to kind of set in. Honestly it came pretty 
easy. I got into the lead and I just tried to 
throw down as many fast laps as I could. Lap 
10 I looked over at the pit board and it said 
“plus 12 lead” and I’m like, ‘holy crap, I can 
back it down a little bit’. It was an unbelievable 
night, winning the heat race then winning the 
main. It was such a good feeling. Just crazy. 

It’s been such an awesome year for us. I feel 
like I’m doing a really good job and adapting 
really well to the class. It’s just crazy. I don’t 
really know how to explain it right now. 

It’s one of those things almost too, I hear from 
a lot of winners, “I don’t feel like I was push¬ 
ing that hard,” and yet you were pulling away. 

The first six laps I was like, I got to go now. I 
saw a little bit of a gap between me, (Ryan) 
Dungey and (Eli) Tomac. I was like- I’ve got 
to take advantage of this now. First lap I went 
over the finish line I remember thinking, this 
is it. If I’m going to win a race it’s going to be 
right now. It was just unbelievable. Crazy feel¬ 
ing. I tried to think about when I was leading 


a 250 race, what did I do. It felt really good 
though. 

The start was so key with those 90 degree 
turns off the start. You’re a good starter any¬ 
way so talk about that a little bit. Your gate 
selection, that kind of stuff. 

Actually, this is exclusive information for you 
only - I haven’t told anyone this yet, because I 
forgot up until now - but me and my mechanic 
Rich, we were sitting on the line. I looked down 
and the line went left to the center. It was like 
four inches to the left where the hole was. I 
was like, what do you think about kicking my 
front end to the right and what do you think 
about kicking my back end to the left? So I 
have a fresh pad outside the gate. He’s like, 
well, it’s up to you. I was like, ask Dan about 
it. He’s like, I don’t think Dan’s going to know 
what we’re talking about. 

I was like, all right, when I’m on my parade lap 
kick it out and I’m going to feel it out. We sat 
there for ten seconds and he’s like, what do 
you think? I’m like, let’s do it, let’s just gamble 
it. It’s funny too because at the practice track 
this week, actually on Thursday I was practic¬ 
ing starts and the rut got super deep. (Jeff) 
Ward’s (his coach) said, try kicking your back 
end over to the left and try to get out of that 
main rut. I felt like it was a calling. Hey, do 
this, because you practiced it this week. It was 
pretty crazy. So stoked right now. Can’t really 
explain it. 

I wasn’t really watching you too much because 
you checked out and there was some interest¬ 
ing stuff going on behind you. Did you have 
any close calls or anything like that? 

I had two. One of them was in the sand af¬ 
ter the over, pretty close. I held onto it but it 
almost got away from me. And then one time 
in the whoops. But other than that I felt like I 
rode a pretty solid race, no mistakes, and just 
hit all my marks. It felt really good. 
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Andrew Short continues to validate his pres¬ 
ence and worth at the peak of the AMA SX 
field. Chad Reed (left) came a little closer 
but was almost upstaged by his team-mate at 
the NRG. Justin Barcia was back for JGR (top 
left) and although he could do no better than 
ninth on the YZ450F it was good having ‘51’ 
back simply for photographs like these 
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AMA-SX HOUSTON 


Somewhere in there is Malcolm Stewart 
who posted his third podium on the Geico 
Honda but top three results (including a win 
at Oakland) have been clouded by DNFs 
and wild swings in consistency 






AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 




Jason Anderson: still winning 
friends? Steve Matthes believes 
there could be some fireworks as¬ 
sociated with the ‘21’ before 2015 
peters into the AMA Pro Nationals 






































The 250SX West Championship is over with 
Star Yamaha’s Cooper Webb clinching it with 
a nice ride in Houston but when the conversa¬ 
tion turns to who could win the title in 2016, 
TLD KTM’s Shane McElrath’s name has got 
to be brought up. The quiet, southern born 
and raised rider is starting to come into his 
own with some heat race wins and now, for 
the second western race in a row, a runner-up 
position. We talked to “Sugar” Shane after the 
race to get his take on things 

You were winning the heat race, crashed and 
had to go to the LCQ. That gate pick for the 
main, that was boom or bust and you pulled it 
off. That was a great start. 

Actually I told my team manager after the 
main event that I didn’t do any starts over the 
break at all, no starts. I did a few on the 450 
just kind of feeling with the power and stuff, 
but none whatsoever on the 250. My first one 
was a little rough in the heat race but I ended 
up coming out with the holeshot and just felt 
good on the gate for the LCQ and the main. 
Dunlop and Ryan at the shop got our motors 
working good, so it was a good combination. 

That’s one of those things where you didn’t 
practice so you didn’t think too much on the 
line right about starts? 

Yeah, I was just making sure I stayed loose 
and took deep breaths. The rest just almost 
seemed like it was second nature. It was good. 

Where do you think Cooper Webb had you? 
Were you trying to hang with him for a little 
bit or did it get to a point where you were like, 
hey, I’ll take a runner-up? 

I felt really, really good up until he passed me. 
Right before that I made a couple big mistakes 
and came up way short. Just kind of started 
thinking too much. I got too excited. But we 
got next weekend and Vegas too. Just going 
to keep building. We put in a lot of work in the 
break. Just excited to go race again. 


It’s two in a row for you so now you’re going 
to have people expecting these things. 

I was just a little worried that I was going to go 
backwards. I was happy to pick up where we 
left off in San Diego. 

What about the decision to ride 450s in New 
York? How’d that come about? Whose idea 
was it? What do you think about it? 

Actually my team manager asked me if I want¬ 
ed to race the 450 there, and I was like yeah. 
Then after that I found out that we had to go 
to that race because of KTM, all their guys are 
coming over from Austria and stuff. It’s just 
like a win/win for me. I’m going to get to ride 
the 450 and be in the big class, so I’m excited. 






PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE AS STANDARD 

With the KTM 450 SX-F, you’re perfectly equipped for the world’s toughest racing series. 
Supercross performance, high-end components and premium equipment with no compromises. 
Ryan Dungeyand KTM: Premium Power, READY TO RACE. 


450 SX-F 
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By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 


THE OTHER QUESTIONS 

OUTGOING AMA SX CHAMP RYAN VILLOPOTO RECENTLY SAT THROUGH AN INTERVIEW 
KNOCKED OUT FOR FHM SPAIN WITH SOME UNCONVENTIONAL QUESTIONS COMPARED 
TO THE BARRAGE OF ENQUIRIES ABOUT MXGP ADJUSTMENT, LIFE IN EUROPE, 
RETIREMENT ETC. FOR A QUICK BLAST THROUGH SOME OF RV'S THOUGHTS ON 
'ALTERNATIVE' SUBJECTS THEN CHECK THE TRANSCRIPT... 


How old were you when you first rode a mo¬ 
torbike? 

Probably three or four. I started off on a three- 
wheeler and then got a PW50. Racing and 
riding has always been in my family. My grand¬ 
father had two workshops back in the day and 
my Dad and uncle used to ride and race. My 
brother and I also did it. 

Did you always want to be a motocrosser and 
a champion or did you want to be an astro¬ 
naut or a cowboy like most kids? 

I didn’t really want to be a professional moto- 
cross racer: as much as I can remember. It was 
something that the family did and it was some¬ 
thing I was good at and just got better and 
it took me to where I am now. I never recall 
saying: “that’s what I want to do”. I didn’t want 
to be an astronaut either! I think my path had 
already been chosen very early. 


Did motocross make you popular in high 
school, like a quarterback? Did you get all the 
hot cheerleaders? 

No, I was home-schooled out of sixth grade so 
I did not get any of those luxuries! 

Are your parents wealthy? How did you fi¬ 
nance your first years as a rider? 

No, my Dad used to build spec homes in 
Washington. He’d build a house and skim a bit 
off the top to live but then the rest would all go 
into our racing. I wouldn’t say his hands were 
tied when it came to money but there were a 
lot of times when he would have to go back 
home to work and it would just be my and my 
mom or my brother also going riding down in 
California. Towards the end when the big bikes 
came along it took a lot more of his time and 
money. He did what he could and built a cou¬ 
ple of big houses and then sold them and put 
that into racing. By the time I made it as a Pro 
he had no construction business because he 
let it all go and put it into me. That’s the story 
there. By no means were we rich. 


Do you have a scar you’re especially proud 
of? 

I’m not sure you can be proud of any scar. It 
means you’ve crashed and had surgery, plates 
and screws. 

Did you have any shitty jobs before being a 
racer? 

No. It [racing] starts early... 

How do you relax at home after all the adren¬ 
aline of racing? 

With the travel schedule and all the obligations 
the moment you have nothing to do then you 
just watch TV and do something pretty mellow. 

Have you ever feared for your life during a 
race? 

No, I think if you fear for your life you need to 
stop! 

Do you have any special ritual before an event 
or lucky gear? 

No, you can give me any colour gear any col¬ 
our helmet, any thing on it. 

What’s the weirdest thing you’ve done to cel¬ 
ebrate after winning a championship? 

I think there is mainly one thing you usually 
tend to do and that’s party. 

Do you remember the wildest party you’ve 
ever attended? 

To be honest it is normally pretty mellow be¬ 
cause when it happens it is after a race. You 
end going to a hotel or a club in Vegas and it’s 
pretty regulated. At the Motocross of Nations 
in the Alpinestars hospitality it can get a bit 
aggressive! I’ve always managed to walk out of 
a party...I might not have remembered much 
of it but I was able to walk. 

What do you spend most of your money on? 

I spend money, but ‘little’ money, like buying a 
new iPhone or iPad. Small dumb shit. I’ve nev¬ 
er bought a sports car or my own car in fact. If 
we buy a car then it will be for her [Kristen, his 


wife] and it will be the sporty version. It makes 
no sense to have ‘his and hers’ because I have 
my truck and you can only drive one at a time. 
Not to say I wouldn’t want a nice sports car 
but it would not make any sense and I’d rather 
keep that money or put it somewhere else. 

Professionally, what are you most proud of? 

Erm, hard question right now. If you asked me 
in five years when I’m done or have been done 
for a while I might have a different opinion. 
Everything that I have accomplished is great 
and good but I’m still inside the sport and still 
doing it, so every day it is like ‘another day’. 
You are always looking forward and never back 
at what you have done. You are always thinking 
‘what’s next?’. There is not a lot of time to sit 
back and look back. I think it will happen when 
I’m retired. 

If someone made a movie about you, who you 
like to play your part? 

I’m not good with movies. 

Do you have a nemesis? 

In the States you always knew ‘who was who’. 
You knew James [Stewart] would be really fast 
but would crash and not put seventeen rounds 
[of supercross] together. I’m not saying that he 
wasn’t a threat but you knew something was 
going to happen. I would say my in my last two 
years or so every time I looked around I was 
looking at Dunge’s [Ryan Dungey] fender. He 
was right there either in points or the race. He 
was never blazing-fast but so consistent. He 
is always there. If I were in Vegas and betting 
money then I’d bet on Dunge this year because 
every time I’ve raced him - and that has been 
many times and for many years - if I won he 
always seemed to be second. 

Who’s your favourite athlete ever? 

People always say that Americans are only 
wrapped up in a lot of what happens in the 
States and don’t know much about other plac¬ 
es in the world and a lot of that is true. Espe¬ 
cially in my case because we are so engulfed 




in what we do racing-wise, so I never grew up 
watching American football or soccer or Golf 
or FI. My Dad never did it, so we didn’t either. 
If we watched something then it was super¬ 
cross or motocross. 

There are some serious motorcycle racing 
athletes in Spain; do you have any favourites? 

I got to go to Catalunya for the MotoGP last 
year. I was on crutches then [recovering from 
knee surgery] and it was my first race. Dani 
[Pedrosa] came to a Supercross a couple of 
years ago and I got talking to him and liked 
him. We hung out a little bit and stayed in 
touch. I know he is from that area in Spain, 
Marc [Marquez] also. There are a lot of good 
guys from there that ride motorcycles. I saw 
a video of Marc on a dirt bike actually and he 
looked pretty good! 


What do you want to do after retiring? Join a 
Motorcycle Club, Sons of Anarchy style? 

No! I don’t know yet! I have some ideas but I 
also don’t want get into anything unless I re¬ 
ally want it. I want to give myself some time to 
figure things out and not just jump into some¬ 
thing else and then be tired [of it] again. 

And the last one we should watch less football 
and more motocross because... 

There is more action involved! I used to play 
soccer before motocross took-off and from 
what I can remember I was pretty good at it. I 
like soccer and watch it on the TV. I have never 
been to a game though. I think it is a good 
sport. 





GOALS OF THE YOUNG... 


By Adam Wheeler 

D ebuts at the highest level have to be a daunt¬ 
ing prospect at any age. Shortly after the 
Grand Prix of Argentina I was thinking about 
young racers trying to make their mark in MXGP 
and having watched the likes of Adam Sterry and 
Brent Van Doninck slip so effortlessly into the MX2 
pack and have the speed, conditioning - and con¬ 
fidence - to trouble the top ten. I can remember 
a time when one of the most thrilling parts of a 
GP weekend was the Last Chance qualifying race/ 
session where the desperation of riders to make 
the cut for Sunday was palpable and provided 
moments of elation and despair - those addictive 
and compelling traits of any sporting occasion. It 
was prime entertainment for the fans and crucial 
for the rider. Not only was it a passage of rites but 
also a necessity; providing the start money and 
justifying the expenditure to chance a hand at 
Grand Prix. To a lesser degree of intensity the bat¬ 
tle for the final points-scoring positions on Sunday 
was often another contest for a badge of honour. 

To have those world championship ‘spurs’ was a 
mark of status and I’m chatting about MXGP only 
ten-fifteen years ago. 

Young riders now have a totally different orienta¬ 
tion on a Grand Prix. This is thanks to the shift¬ 
ing landscape that incorporates established entry 
lists, a vibrant European Championship ‘lad¬ 
der scheme’ and an age limit on MX2. Plus the 
flagged acceptance that motorsport is an expen¬ 
sive way to spend a weekend. The emergence of 
names like Ken Roczen and Jeffrey Herlings also 
moved the goalposts as manufacturers looked to 
younger and younger kids (on longer contracts) 
that could win races, capture imagination and en¬ 
force a brand. Adam Sterry - an eighteen year old 
that already caught attention with some foraging 


performances in EMX250 in 2014 and is expected 
to be a title challenger this summer - might not 
have had to worry about qualification as a substi¬ 
tute rider in Argentina (and GP points would have 
perhaps been expected instead of treasured) but 
in 2015 goals have morphed. Sterry knows the 
shrinking sphere of factory-backed Pro contracts 
is the equivalent of the old objectives of mak¬ 
ing points and a purse. It is more about the ‘here 
and now'. The modern world is in a hurry, as the 
cliche goes, and MXGP is no different where time 
for riders to prosper and develop is diminishing. 
Sterry would not have been nervous about making 
that 12,000km trip and failing to make the gate 
for the motos, but he knew that representatives 
from the manufacturers would have been watch¬ 
ing with interest as to who can make that immedi¬ 
ate step from national, continental and to interna¬ 
tional level. 

One race does not a potential champion make 
but Sterry's eighth place was a fierce signal of 
intent (Roczen was seventh in his first GP in 
Portugal in 2009 as a fifteen year old) and he can 
now embolden his chances of a decent first Pro 
contract in Grand Prix with a serious tilt at the 
EMX250 crown in the coming months. His friend 
and countryman Ben Watson - someone equally 
rated - has eschewed that route and elected for an 
education at the deep end with his first full MX2 
GP term. Bright news for the Brits. Watson has 
run in the same circles in terms of speed and has 
a much larger window of opportunity this season 
but cannot afford to drop the ball or spend time 
nursing broken bones. There are a host of names 
that have leapt into the deep end and have van¬ 
ished from view, perhaps because they felt that 
pressure to crash into the water mid-stroke. 



Another cliche goes along the lines of the racing 
world being a cruel mistress that will laud a star 
one year, chew him (or her) up the next and then 
leave them forgotten shortly after. I imagine it 
has never, ever been easy to make it as a top flite 
athlete but the circumstances in which to do so 
now are just as tight as they have ever been. It is 
also easy to forget that the racers barrelling past 
us at fences and through TV screens also need 
to be able to exist and invest in their personal 
progression and it is only a marginal percentage 
that have the pulling-power of Jeffrey Herlings to 
be able to sit in Pit Beirer's office at the age of 
twenty and know that his worth hits seven figures. 
Starting a Grand Prix and taking points away 
from a Grand Prix moto might be accomplish¬ 
ments that have seen their allure dim as the sport 
marches on. Is it better or worse that we expect 
swift delivery of promise from athletes that we 
perceive as ‘stars’? Either way it still cannot be 
easier for the rider or adolescent breathing a little 
harder in the gate as the 15 second board goes 
up. 




Feature 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer & Simon Cudby 
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T he factory 450SX-F - born from the quiet 
outskirts of Mattighofen - has grasped 
one of the most sought after titles in off-road 
motorcycle racing. KTM forged a lighter, tighter 
and more capable tool to ensure their trophy 
cabinet now bears the weight of every major 
gong in the sport. Ryan Dungey delivered the 
factory’s first 450SX victory in Phoenix three 
years ago but with the revised four-stroke for 
2015 (what is ’16 pre-production, sold as ‘Fac¬ 
tory Edition’ for AMA homologation and used 
in MXGP) had the means to go the whole hog 
across the breadth of North America. 

What is it about the bike that has the new 
number one singing its praises? For the con¬ 
cept KTM seem to have taken the previous 
edition and squashed and shaved it. The en¬ 
gine saves weight thanks to centralisation of 
rotating mass, smaller crankcases and new 
starter, battery and a host of other redesigned 
upgrades geared to boost performance but 
drop kilos and pounds. Aside from condensing 
the overall feel of the SX-F, KTM’s main gain in 
the chassis area is an overhauled subframe. 

The tech specs can be found in a myriad of 
places online but we decided to speak to the 
people working, chiselling and dealing with 
the 16 450SX-F at the sharp end, so we pes¬ 
tered Red Bull KTM’s Dirk Gruebel and prin¬ 
cipal MXGP rider Ken De Dycker on what it’s 
like to throw the Austrian’s new flagship racer 
through the soil. 

“We got our hands on the first model last May 
with our guys,” the German says. “That was 
the very first time. The pre-test test! It was a 
‘swing the leg over’ session and have a first 
feel of the chassis because all the bodywork 
was from the old model. It only got better 
from there and the new plastics were the final 
touch. We then had another test in August and 
that was very promising because the reaction 
from the riders was really good from the out¬ 


set. We didn’t make big adjustments for eve¬ 
rybody because they were quickly onto a good 
base. The same thing happened in the U.S. and 
the guys were very fast on the supercross test 
track. Compared with the old bike they were 
already on the pace and going even better.” 

“It was last year, around November, when I 
started testing,” says De Dycker. “After Lom- 
mel I had [wrist] surgery so I didn’t have the 
chance before. I immediately felt good on it 
because there is quite a lot more power, which 
works well for me. It was easier to handle.” 

Rumours of KTM’s desire to re-make the 450 
had surfaced before the bike broke ground but 
nobody knew to what lengths the R&D depart¬ 
ment would go to drop the pounds and create 
a base for the 450, 350 and 250 range that 
radically spiked the handling. “I first saw the 
design two years ago,” admits Gruebel. “It was 
not finished then but they had some concepts 
for the frame layout and a big list of what they 
wanted to change. Tony [Cairoli, six times 
MXGP World Champion] and the guys got hold 
of it early on. Two years ago he went to some 
R&D tests to give them some guidelines and a 
direction in how to change the bike so it start¬ 
ed pretty early.” 









“It takes a while,” he continues. “You always 
have setbacks when you do R&D work of 
course. Some stuff is not practical and oth¬ 
ers we cannot push through until the end. On 
this occasion most of what came from the 
engineers ended up on the finished bike so we 
made good steps this time.” 

“I wanted more power for the starts and also to 
make the bike a little easier to ride,” confesses 
De Dycker, one of the taller athletes in MXGP 
and now with Red Bull KTM for a third season 
alongside Cairoli and with Tommy Searle also 
relishing the close sibling 350SX-F. 

Details on the engine changes can be found 
HERE but the reasoning behind the transfor¬ 
mation is explained by Gruebel: “The engine 
was quite a big step because the old bike 
developed just a little bit every year. After five 
years you needed to make a radical cut and 


start from scratch because you cannot refine 
the old one anymore. That’s what happened.” 

“It is better and faster but I don’t think it is 
too strong for amateurs,” opines De Dycker. “I 
think I can ride around a track in one gear if 
I want to. It is still smooth but very long with 
the power delivery. You can ride a whole lap in 
second and third and the starts are lively com¬ 
pared to the old one; I think this is one of the 
biggest improvements over last year.” 

What about the feel? Some riders have de¬ 
scribed riding a KTM as a particular taste. 
Some have even commented to us that is it not 
that easy compared to a generic Japanese ma¬ 
chine. It seems KTM’s philosophy to the posi¬ 
tioning and potential of the 450-350-250 base 
is another major advancement. “Our whole 
centre of gravity is lower,” enthuses Gruebel. 




“In the past we used to shorten sub-frames for 
shorter riders like Antonio, or for Dungey as he 
liked to set it low to go through the whoops. So 
the sub-frame now is what we modified for last 
year but it is on the standard bike and it seems 
many people like it. The whole geometry has 
changed with a different swing arm angle and 
linkage. There was a lot of work put into this.” 

“It has a light and nimble feeling and every¬ 
body says it handles much better. We some¬ 
how created more grip as well, something that 
gives us more drive out of the turns and has 
affects for the start. Overall the whole package 
has improved quite a bit.” 

De Dycker, who won a moto in last weekend’s 
second round of the Belgian Championship 
and is looking for his first top three finish in 
MXGP this year, continues to compliment the 
comfort of the current racebike: “It was quite 
easy straight away. We just needed to make 
some changes to the suspension because the 
geometry was different. We played around with 
footpegs as well for riding position.” 

“I would say the handling of the 450 is mov¬ 
ing more and more towards that of a 350...but 
the power of the engine is still there and some 
riders still struggle with that,” offers Gruebel. 
“At the end of the moto you need to be able 
to handle that 60+ horsepower. It depends a 
lot on the track. If it is like Thailand where you 
have a lot of G-outs and you need to make a 
big jump coming out of a turn...our 350 guys 
there were saying the 450 would have been 
better because that grunt and torque would 
have been more useful.” 

So what about the correlation between the 
Dungey/De Dycker bikes and the 2016 produc¬ 
tion machinery set for showing in the coming 
weeks? 


According to the Red Bull KTM technician the 
difference - excitingly for race fans who ride - 
is smaller than you’d think. “What we use now 
is pre-production and it is what they sell in 
the U.S. to make it permissible for racing,” he 
claims. “What the public have there with those 
couple of hundred units is what we are racing 
here. The frame is the same, swing arm, link¬ 
age: a lot of stuff. Things like the triple clamp 
is particular to the rider here and obviously we 
have factory WP suspension but for the rest: 
we race what we sell.” 

Ryan Dungey had the ideal means to enhance 
his renowned consistency and mark a mas¬ 
sive milestone for KTM through his endeavours 
from January to mid-April. Cairoli has used the 
similar 350SX-F ‘brother’ to prove his competi¬ 
tiveness in MXGP (the first huge overhaul the 
Sicilian has embraced since 2010 on his cham¬ 
pionship-winning model) and Marvin Musquin 
stands on the brink of maiden 250SX success 
with third of the family in the East Coast, so 
the proof is firmly in the pudding. 

With the 2016 bikes due to be unveiled this 
summer (the press should get their hands on 
the motorcycles around the time of the Ital¬ 
ian MXGP in June) then the real extent of the 
progress made will be widespread. Will the 
SX-F becoming the segment leader? Even if the 
2016 model leaves a small percentage on the 
soil then it’s unlikely that the work will stop. 

“In the U.S. they are using a different linkage 
but they like to behave a bit differently,” Grue¬ 
bel says. “So we have seen some good work 
and possibilities there compared to the chas¬ 
sis of the past. We are still learning. There is 
always room for improvement of course.” 
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Photos by Graeme Brown, 
Milagro, Suzuki-racing.com 

A WIN AT EVERY ROUND SO FAR FOR KAWASAKI THANKS TO 
JONATHAN REA - WHO NOW HOLDS A 26 POINT ADVANTAGE 
IN THE STANDINGS - BUT THE IRISHMAN HAD TO SHARE 
SPOILS WITH WELSHMAN CHAZ DAVIES IN SPAIN AS DUCATI 
CELEBRATED AN OVERDUE SECOND RACE SUCCESS 






A gearbox issue in the second race even 
tually led to a crash for the World Cham¬ 
pion who missed out on points for the 
first time since 2013 and scuppered the 
longest run in the history of the sport 



















Ill 



While his brother was wowing a Moto2 au¬ 
dience on the other side of the world Alex 
Lowes was struggling with electronic glitches 
as Suzuki still try to find pace in ‘15 


cap/t 

UM* 


Some testing work at Misano pri¬ 
or to arriving in Spain clearly had 
a positive benefit for Chaz Davies 
who enjoyed his best weekend in 
Ducati colours yet with a 2-1 
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HEART AND SOUL.. 

By Graeme Brown 


T here is always a bit of a buzz when the Cham¬ 
pionship drops into Europe. After two flyaway 
races in Australia and Thailand it was good to ar¬ 
rive in the paddock and see all the race trucks and 
hospitality units as opposed to a pile of packing 
crates and a small collection of marquees. 

It’s just shame that choosing Motorland Aragon as 
the first European round doesn’t bring a large pas¬ 
sionate crowd such as you would have in say Italy, 
Britain or France. 

The published attendance for the three days was 
a shade under 28,000. A bit optimistic I reckon. 
The current race schedule at WSBK is designed 
around television broadcast times so for anyone in 
the nearest big cities, Barcelona or Zaragoza to get 
to the track to see the first WSBK race at 10:30am 
would have meant setting off from home before 
breakfast had been served. No wonder the crowd 
was so small. 

It’s often asked why you would build an interna¬ 
tional facility in such a remote location but the 
local town of Alcaniz does have a strong motor 
racing heritage and one that is directly linked to 
the series promoter Dorna. 

From 1965 till 2003 Alcaniz hosted an annual road 
race - Premio Ciudad de Alcaniz. This was a car 
event around the streets of the town. It became 
a popular fixture on the Spanish motorsports 
calendar and attracted big names during the 70s 
and 80s with FI drivers such as Luis Perez-Sala, 
Adrian Campos, Gabriele Tarquini and Emilio de 
Villota racing alongside a young Carlos Sainz, who 
would himself go on to become World Rally Cham¬ 
pion. 

Dorna CEO, Carmelo Ezpeleta competed there 
from 1972 till 74 recalling that even then the 


circuit was pretty dangerous. Racing carried on 
till 2003 however and there is still a notable 
presence. Most hotels and bars in the town have 
photographs hanging on the walls. With the loss of 
the street race the authorities already had a plan 
to build a motorsports complex that has become 
today's Motorland Aragon. 

Hotels in Alcaniz are a bit like hen's teeth but I 
have been fortunate enough to find a place near 
the centre of town and the owner always keeps a 
room for me for tests and races. When I arrived 
on the weekend, as usual, I asked how things 
were. “OK if the track is open, but otherwise not 
so busy,” came the reply. 

It is easy when you are within your own particular 
championship bubble to forget that without places 
like Motorland Aragon many businesses in the 
local area would just simply cease to exist. The 
track itself hosts quite a lot of events with Spanish 
Championship bike and car racing. They entertain 
the Formula Renault World Series, Truck Racing, 
Touring Cars and GT’s as well. Out with that there 
is a world class karting centre and motocross 
track. I know that they hosted bicycle race series, 
La Invernal, in the winter that attracted 1500 en¬ 
trants over 2 days. 

Much like the last race in Buriram this may offer 
a little window into the future of the Superbike 
Championship. We could be visiting more out of 
the way venues where the local authorities are 
keen to host the race to sustain the viability of the 
circuit itself but more importantly a slew of local 
businesses. For the promoter Dorna, if they can 
sustain a strong series of TV rights then the actual 
on track attendance is not so crucial for them. 

For me, however, without the colour and noise of 
a large, passionate crowd a little bit of the soul of 
the event has died. 



Fly recently showed off the Fly Kinetic Vector 
Mesh racewear and the Rockstar version that 
has been used by the likes of Zach Osborne, 
Martin Davalos, and Zach Bell in AMA Super¬ 
cross this season. It forms the basis of their 
2015 Spring collection with the vented mate¬ 
rial catering for the warming conditions. As 
with most brands the emphasis is on comfort 
as well as durability. This means multi panel 
construction, careful attention to the neckline, 
cuffs and elasticity and sublimated graphics 
- which with the designers have done a pretty 
good job. With the pants we’re not sure about 
the ratchet system for the waist (first thing to 
break?) but like the sound of the vented knee 
section. As well as the racewear the casual 
gear has also been updated. Some board 
shorts and the Shaded Tee shown on these 
pages but much more can be seen by hitting 
the link below. 


www.flyracing.com 






















triumph 


Leading British motorcycle manufacturer Tri¬ 
umph have some new clothes for the spring/ 
summer and again seem to have hit that 
desirable groove between design and quality. 
The adventure-style Trek suit is shown in the 
photograph and has a removable waterproof 
liner just in case the April skies suddenly 
cloud over and turn against. Triumph say that 
the jacket and jeans come with ‘600D Poly- 
cordora and Micro Rip stop combination outer 
shells and removable CE certified D30® pro¬ 
tectors for shoulders, elbows, back, knees and 
hips.’ Also shown here is their cooling jacket, 
courtesy of a link with Hyperkewl. Maybe for 
consideration for deep summer days. Triumph 
claim: ‘the vest uses a combination of unique 
fabrics to create a water management system, 
keeping base layers dry but the body cool for 
up to 10 hours and offers relief of between 
6-16 degrees cooler, depending on air flow.’ 
The refrigeration will set you back 55 notes 
while the Trek suit is just south of 500 for 
both garments. 

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk 
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